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Synopsis

This comprehensive and clearly written Understanding treatise is frequently cited by scholars and
courts in their analysis of substantive criminal law. Understanding Criminal Law is designed to be
taught in conjunction with any casebook. The topics covered are those most often raised in criminal
law casebooks, and coverage of these subjects is meant to complement professors’ classroom
discussions. The text focuses on the basic elements of, and defenses to, specific crimes such as
homicide, rape, and theft, group criminality, and inchoate liability. Understanding Criminal Law also
covers theories of punishment, sources of the criminal law, and overarching principles such as
legality and proportionality. The common law is emphasized with extensive comparisons to the
Model Penal Code and thoughtful examination of the underpinnings of the utilitarian philosophies of
substantive criminal law. The text of Understanding Criminal Law encourages students to consider
the approach these philosophies would take to a particular matter under discussion, thus providing

an excellent learning tool for gaining a firm understanding of how our criminal justice system works.
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Customer Reviews

This is the best criminal law text book - clear, concise, and easy to read. Definitely recommend it as

a supplement or as the main text for a introductory criminal law course.

This book is a must have if you are taking Criminal Law. Dressler provides great commentary and
explanations in a well organized manner. If something goes over your head in class, this book is

great to work through.



Best crim law supplement
A great supplement for my criminal law class. It lined up well with my curriculum and was fantastic
for pre-finals studying. Highly recommend. I've got 4 of these "understanding" series books, and

they’re all great.

If you have Dressler’'s casebook, this book is a must, mostly because the casebook itself is literally

the worst casebook I've seen. It breaks things down very clearly but remains quite concise.

This book breaks down the elements so anyone could understand criminal law. Amazing!!

It is a great complement to the casebook. Explains everything in a clear detailed way.
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